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U.S. financial markets ended the week broadly lower, as early optimism faded amid ongoing concerns over global trade tensions and cautious economic signals. The Dow Jones Industrial Average, which had briefly moved higher on trade-related
headlines, ultimately closed in the red alongside the S&P 500 and Nasdaq. Investors initially welcomed news of a new trade agreement between the U.S. and U.K., aimed at reducing tariffs and expanding cooperation in sectors such as energy and
technology. The Commerce Department’s move to ease export restrictions on Al chips also provided a temporary boost to market sentiment. However, unresolved tensions with China and broader geopolitical uncertainty weighed on risk appetite as
the week progressed. On the economic front, U.S. data painted a mixed but generally resilient picture. The labor market remained tight, with unemployment near historic lows, while inflation continued to cool modestly, though services inflation
remains elevated. In response, the Federal Reserve held interest rates steady, emphasizing a wait-and-see approach as it monitors the trajectory of inflation and economic growth. Corporate earnings also played a role in shaping sentiment, with
results largely meeting expectations. Still, guidance has been cautious, particularly in sectors sensitive to consumer demand and input costs. As volatility persists, investors remain focused on incoming data and Fed signals.
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